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From the Chair -  

Annual Report to the AGM 2021 

The past year has seen the cancellation of many cultural and social activities 

worldwide, including here New Zealand due to Covid-19. 

Our AGM last year had to be postponed until 26th July, due to problems with St Mark’s 

Church Te Aroha, and was eventually held in St Matthew’s Church Morrinsville, starting 

with a ‘Sing-along ‘of Shirley Murray’s worship songs. A keen group of people enjoyed singing songs and hymns 

with lyrics by Shirley, some set to tunes composed by New Zealand composers, and others to well know 

traditional hymn tunes. David Dyson and I provided accompaniment, and Rev Val Riches gave some interesting 

information about each song in her role as M.C. 

During the following AGM it was announced that the Presentation of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ was planned to happen 

in March 2021. 

A Workshop:’ Sing a new song ‘was held on Sunday 4th October at St Andrew’s Church Cambridge. Worship songs 

composed by NZ composers were sung and Directed by Ceri Parr and Roz Robinson. A good attendance of 

choristers enjoyed singing a variety of new songs, led with great enthusiasm by Ceri and Roz. 

Our next activity in 2020 was Choral Evensong on Sunday 8th November in All Saints Church Matamata to 

commemorate All Souls Day. Thirty choristers from far and wide enjoyed singing music for this day, with a variety 

of conductors and organists. Our Branch Chaplain Fr Malcolm French was Precentor for the service, and Rev 

Andrew Evans preached the homily. During the service people were invited to light a candle in remembrance of 

passed loved ones, while appropriate organ music was played. 

Jill Brookes became the new editor of ‘Notes’ after Ray Harlow retired from this role after 8 years. Ray had set an 

extremely high standard of presenting this newsletter 4 times each year, full of interesting news and information 

about church music activities in the Waikato. Jill has since produced two newsletters and has continued the high 

standard of presentation. We thank her for continuing this important promotion of Church Music. 

Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion ‘was presented on Palm Sunday28th March in St Andrew’s Church Cambridge. A well-

balanced choir of 80 choristers from all over the Waikato, Rotorua and Tauranga were Conducted by Koli 

Jayatunge. Soloists-Tenor: Taylor Willbank and Bass: Aiden Phillip gave excellent renditions of the solo and duet 

sections of the Oratorio.  Regional rehearsals were held 3 weeks before, and a full rehearsal on a Sat morning. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Special thanks to Merv Hunt for all the excellent work and time he put into organizing the presentation of this 

work.  

Our thanks to our Secretary/ Treasurer, Chaplain, and committee for all the planning, participation and support of 

Branch activities during the past year.  Allan King moved to Northland in March and was personally thanked for his 

contribution to the Branch committee by me. 

Activities this year: (Covid allowing!) Activities far and wide are planned for Putaruru, Rotorua, Tauranga and 

Cambridge (Evensong).  

Organ activities in the Branch include St Andrew’s Cambridge and St Peter’s Cathedral; Eon Malan; Morrinsville; 

Denis McCoombe who has recently retired from Dunedin, now living in Ngatea, Waikato. 

Anne Connolly- Munt, a staunch and enthusiastic church musician recently moved up north to live with relations.  

Anne was organist and choir leader at St Matthew’s Church Morrinsville for the past 7 years and arranged the 

purchase of the 3 manual Johannus digital organ in the church. This was purchased by monthly concerts held in 

the church. Anne was a keen participant in our Branch activities. We wish her well in her retirement up north. 

Peter Maxwell, a keen chorister in St Matthew’s Church Morrisville and participant in our Branch activities will 

returning to the UK shortly. We wish him and his wife Mary well in their move back home to his family. 

Congratulations to Dr Ray Harlow on receiving a RSCM Special Service Award - which will be presented to him in St 

Peter’s Cathedral Hamilton during a Sunday morning service. (TBA) 

Our thanks to Morrinsville Methodist Church, Glenis & Neville Westbury for organizing  and leading our activity in 

the church today, and the people who set-up the hall for the AGM and served refreshments. 

David Brookes 

9th May 2021. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE - Doris Elphick, (new committee member elected at the AGM) 

The forward to the Methodist Hymn Book says; “Methodism was born in song”. I was bought up in a 

Methodist parsonage, with a family who loved music, especially the hymns of Charles Wesley.  I guess 

my love of music grew out  of those days.  I later became a Methodist Minister myself and have grown 

my own love of music to include much of the new hymns that emerged over the last few decades.  I 

really appreciate the wonderful new hymn writers that have come out of the New Zealand setting.  As I 

have been involved in many parishes from Whangarei to Riverton, I have come to appreciate that while 

there is a sameness there is always the opportunity to learn and to share local musical talents. To me, 

church music is more than singing, it is telling the story of faith in many different ways to embrace and 

include all styles of music, denominations, ancient music and new music, cultures, races and genders. 

Thank you for inviting me to be part of this committee as I have so much more to learn and I’m sure 

some of my own life experience will have value here too. 

Doris Elphick 
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 CHORAL EVENSONG : St PAUL’S CHURCH, PUTARURU 

SUNDAY 27th JUNE 2021 @ 4pm - Rehearsal 2 pm 

Organ Prelude For All The Saints - Flor Peeters 

Welcome  

Hymn Lord, For The Years 

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Preces & Responses I: Ferial 

Psalm 150:  C V Stanford 

Old Testament Reading:  Ezekiel 34: 11 - 16 

Office Hymn: Lord of All Hopefulness 

Magnificat: Morley Fauxbourden 

New Testament Reading:  John 21: 15 - 22 

Nunc Dimittis: Morley Fauxbourden 

Creed 

After the Creed - Responses:  Kathryn Rose 

The Lord’s Prayer (intoned) 

Responses II:  Ferial 

Collects:  Kathryn Rose 

Anthem:  ‘Lord I Trust Thee’ - Handel 

Homily:  Fr Malcolm French 

Hymn:  Glory to Thee my God This Night.  Tallis’ Canon.  Verse 4, Choir Only. 

Prayers 

Hymn:   When Peace Like a River 

Blessing: 

Organ Postlude:  TBA. 

 ORGANISTS:        CONDUCTORS: 

 David Brookes      Ceri Parr 
 Gray Baldwin      Roz Robinson 
          Elizabeth Pilaar 
 DRESS:  Choir Robes or Black & White 
 MUSIC:  Contact Merv Hunt - agcity@gmail.com 
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PROFILE: Eon Malan (new committee member elected at the AGM) 

Eon Malan enjoys a successful career as a church organist, collaborative pianist and choral conductor.  Being 

raised in an Afrikaans musical family, he was exposed to church music, and in particular the church organ, at a 

very young age. Born in Johannesburg, South Africa, Eon started with piano tuition at the age of 6.  He holds a 

Graduate Diploma in Organ Performance (cum laude) from Stellenbosch University as well as Diplomas in Hymnol-

ogy and Church Music from the Conservatoire of Church Music in Pretoria. Eon has studied organ performance 

with Drs Mario Nell, Jacqueline Moffitt-Yost, Gerrit Jordaan and choral conducting with Mr Martin Berger.  

Eon gives regular solo recitals and is a favourite collaborative pianist for vocalists and chamber musicians. He has 

also performed in South Africa, the United Kingdom, United States and New Zealand. Although he enjoys solo per-

formance, his first love is to make music in the church where he has held positions at various congregations as 

Director of Music and Organist. He has also successfully developed a regular concert series called  Music in Sacred 

Spaces where he is the Artistic Director.  Recently he started with a monthly lunchtime organ concert series at St 

Andrew’s Anglican Church in Cambridge, NZ.  

Eon has won numerous organ bursary competitions and has been awarded acclaimed study bursaries from various 

institutions such as the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid -Afrika, the Southern African Church & Concert 

Organists’ Society (SAKOV) and exchange study bursary from the University of North Carolina, Charlotte. In 2019 

he received the Long Service Award from SAKOV for 25 years of dedicated service as an organist.  

Eon is currently resident in New Zealand and continues his post -graduate studies remotely through Stellenbosch 

University. He serves as Digital Communications Director and Assistant Organist at The Waikato Cathedral Church 

of St Peter in Hamilton, and Assistant Organist at St Andrew ’s Anglican Church in Cambridge. He also teaches or-

gan, piano and music theory at St Peter’s School in Cambridge and serves on the board of the Auckland Organ 

Association as Vice President. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

This beautiful choir at the Catholic Cathedral of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Hamilton, are all ready to 

sing - but they would really love to have an accompanist and a conductor (this could be the same 

person). 

They sing a mixture of traditional and contemporary music; they rehearse every Thursday from 

6.30pm to 8.00pm; and they sing at Mass twice per month – once at Saturday Vigil (6pm) and once on 

Sunday morning (10.30am). 

Can you help them? You don’t even have to be Catholic! 

Talk to the Choir Chairperson, James Turner (james.alan.turner@gmail.com), or to our Branch 

Secretary, Merv Hunt (agcity@gmail.com). 

mailto:james.alan.turner@gmail.com
mailto:agcity@gmail.com
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NZ STRING QUARTET 

St Peter’s Cathedral 

19th June 

Tickets available from iTicket 

 https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2021/jun/nzsq-hamilton 

 

Song & Prayer @ St Peter’s Cathedral, Hamilton 

Second Saturday of the month 

Next Service 

12th June 2021 at 5.00pm 

10th July 2021 

14th August 2021 

Cantata Vespers 

Third Saturday of the month 

Next Vespers:  

19th June 2021 at 5.00pm 

17th July 2021 

21st August 2021 

Choral Evensong 

Fourth Sunday of the month 

Next Evensong: 

27th June 2021 at 5.00pm 

25th July 2021 

22nd August 2021 

https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2021/jun/nzsq-hamilton
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 Lunchtime Organ Concert, Wednesday 5th May , St Andrew’s Church, Cambridge. 

 Eon Malan. 

 Hymn Preludes. 

Eon Malan welcomed everybody and mentioned how ‘Organ Preludes ‘originated from when J.S. Bach played 

variations between the verses of hymns to the annoyance of all. 

Today organ preludes are often used as the opening music for a church service, based on hymn tunes, select-

ed to match hymns in the service, or for special occasions. 

The following Hymn Preludes were played, with interesting information shared by Eon during the concert. 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring. J.S. Bach.   (1685-1750)  

Often played for Weddings, Christmas, Easter etc. The Chorale was played first. 

No 3: Choral: Nun lob’, mein Seel ‘, den Herren from Chorals et Noels, Op 93. A. Guilmant (1837-1896 ) 

Composed by French composer A. Guilmant. A contrast to the previous German composer and style. Based 

on the ‘The Old Hundredth’ Psalm tune. 

Like the First Bird. A.V. Fedak (Born 1953)  

Based on the famous children’s hymn ‘Morning has broken’, which was top Song of the NZ Chart in the early 

1970s. This Prelude has fascinating and realistic imitating bird motifs throughout the arrangement.   

 God of Grace. P Manz. (1919-2009.) An American composer. 

This Prelude is to the well-known hymn- ‘Guide me O thou great Redeemer ‘which is often used for special 

occasions such as Royal weddings. The audience at this concert were invited to sing along. 

Heer, met my hele hart. (‘Lord with my whole heart ‘) Z. Temmingh (b 1960) 

The bass in this arrangement is remarkably similar to the bass-line in ‘Air on a G string’ J.S. Bach, which 

proves how composers are greatly influenced by composers of the past. 

Blessed Assurance. J.B. Carlson (1937-2017)  

A typical gospel hymn tune of the late nineteenth century composed by Phoebe Knapp in 1873 and word by 

the famous hymn writer, Fanny Crosby 

Festival Piece on Nicaea. J. Westenkuehler (b 1966) 

Based on the 1861 hymn ‘Holy, holy, holy ‘- used particularly on Trinity Sunday, and composed by J. B. Dykes. 

There are many different settings to this tune. This arrangement uses the reeds for a Fanfare in the opening 

sections, and throughout the work. A brilliant conclusion to this concert. 

Once again, this concert drew a packed audience, who obviously enjoy these lunchtime concerts, the variety 

of music, the organ and the skilled musicians. 



8 

 
OFFICERS 

Chairperson: David Brookes 

 11 Sharp Place 
 MATAMATA 3400 021 039 2191  
  Email:  dave.brookes273@gmail.com  

Secretary/ 
 Treasurer Merv Hunt 

 94 Karapiro Road  
 CAMBRIDGE 3496 021 135 9904 
  Email:  waikatotreasurer@rscmnz.org.nz 

Chaplain Fr Malcolm French 027 722 8854 

  Email:  iona@accesscomm.ca 

Editor NOTES Jill Brookes 

 11 Sharp Place 
 MATAMATA 3400 021 778  713 
  Email:  editorWaikatonotes@rscmnz.org.nz 

COMMITTEE: Selda Blazey 

  78 Clyde Street (07) 886 0588 
  TOKOROA 3420 021 441 008 
   Email:  seldablazey@gmail.com 

  Walter Crookes 
  17 Deanwell Avenue (07) 843 8150 
  HAMILTON 3206 021 416 312 
   Email:  crookeswalter@gmail.com 

  Rev Doris Elphick 
  117/11 Manuka Street 021 231 0700 
  MATAMATA 3400 
   Email:   doris.elphick@outlook.com 

  Eon Malan 
  35B Comries Road 022 089 1981 
  Chartwell 
  HAMILTON 3210 
   Email:   eon.malan@gmail.com 

  Roz Robinson 
  54A Hall Street 
  CAMBRIDGE 3434 027 271 0325 
   Email:  rozrob@yahoo.com 

  Claire Whiteman 
  609/80B Burwood Road 
  MATAMATA 3400 027 819 6309  
   Email: claire51938@gmail.com 
 

RSCM (NZ) Website - http://www.rscmnz.org.nz 
RSCM (England) Website - http://www.rscm.com 


