Otago & Soutland Amongst the Early
Overseas NZ Church Music Pioneers
Dunedin Cathedral of St Paul along with
Auckland and Canterbury Cathedrals (who
joined in the summer of 1934/45), was an early
Affiliate of the blossoming School of English
Church Music (SECM) which has since been retitled (from 1945) Royal School of Church
Music (RSCM) to better reflect its wider
ecumenical direction. Early in its life it began
spreading its wings like those of a dove beyond
the shores of Britain to the farthest corners of
the earth. In keeping with the enlarged vision,
the Dunedin conclave renamed itself RSCM
Otago & Southland Branch (since c.1980’s).
Early membership here, and elsewhere around
NZ and at various dates thereafter throughout
Australasia, and the rest of the world, resulted
from visits by founding Director Sydney Hugo
Nicholson. In 1945 he was knighted by King
George VI acknowledging his work.

St Paul’s Cathedral Dunedin
Just on a year ago (11 August 2020) there was a
fire in the roof of the Cathedral causing some
worrying damage. But Services were able to
resume the next day as a testament to the
resilience of fire-crews, the staff and the
community.
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SCM is a registered charity devoted to ‘promoting the study, practice and improvement of music in
Christian worship.’ and serves in each location by acting as a Ministry of Music, no matter the
musical style or genre in the worldwide environment of ecumenical churches.
Dunedin’s St Paul’s Cathedral is regarded by many in the city as a stronghold of church music with
support from the Dean Dr Tony Curtis, who is an accomplished musician too, and under the the guiding
hands of choirmaster, Michael Grant. The region is also blessed with Knox Church, led by Rev’d Dr
Kerry Enright, and renowned Choir Director Karen Knudson. St John’s Roslyn Vicar, Rev’d Eric Kyte,
maintains a great music tradition aided by Alan Edwards, organist and choirmaster looking after the
musical life of the church) and likewise other parishes of the Anglican Diocese employing music with
their own flavours. Other denominations are equally supportive. For example, First Church Invercargill
with Rev’d Nyalle Paris’s spiritual guidance aided by Sherry Shelton directing the church’s music. Fellow
Presbyterian churches in the region each have their own ways. Similarly, Methodist, Baptist and other
protestant churches. Strong support for RSCM stems too from leadership of Catholic communities with St
Joseph’s Cathedral as a hub led by Most Reverend Michael Joseph Dooley DD, Bishop, & Priest Rev
Fredy Prementilla MSP who are inheritors of the 41 years of music leadership from the late (December
2017) Michael Francis McConnell and since then current choirmaster, highly regarded David Burchell.
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n the face of challenges from society that becomes more and more secular in its functioning, the
Branch & member churches and musicians still serve as beacons and loyal confreres.
The Dean of St Paul’s, The Very Rev’d Dr Tony Curtis, is a strong promotor and encourager of church
music. This work is blessed further by the Bishop of the Dunedin Diocese, The Right Reverend Steven
Benford, a fine musician himself, who regularly attends and/or participates in Services at the Cathedral.
His enjoyment of them is clear to the clergy, congregations, and choristers et al and is an inspiration.
Michael Grant, Director of Music at St Paul’s and Karen Knudson, Director of Music at Knox Church,
are special energisers of the music mission of the RSCM along with their many regional fellows.
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