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From the Chair -  

After being involved in two wonderful Choral Services of worship - Evensong in 
St Paul’s Church Putaruru, and All Saints Church Matamata, plus an ‘Organ 
Week’ at St Andrew’s Church Cambridge’, church music is certainly alive and 
active in the Waikato. 

In addition, 3 church school choirs have participated in Services of worship in St 
Peter’s Cathedral, which they do annually. 

Personally, it was a pleasure to introduce our Vicar at All Saints 
Matamata to the Liturgy of Choral Evensong, which he led extremely 
well in the music and spoken word. He has made several suggestions 
for our next choral Evensong for All Souls in November, such as an 
Introit and a Responsorial Psalm. 

However, we have some things that need to be addressed regarding 
the future of church music. How do we encourage and involve young 
people?  Many of our present church musicians are not young. 

Perhaps we hold the occasional Festival of Church music, and invite choristers of all ages to participate, 
particularly church school choirs. 

Hold a hymn/ worship Song Festival, with people invited to name their favorite 
hymn or worship song, and perhaps a few new hymns/worship songs are 
introduced. 

Your suggestions to our Branch Secretary and committee are welcome. 

Since writing this Covid 19 the Delta variant has hit us here in NZ, with level 4, 3, and then 2+ in all but 
Auckland.  NZ Choral Federation advise no singing in churches, concert halls etc, and rehearsals for 
choirs only if 2 meters apart, masked, and all having been vaccinated. This applies to any choir, in any 
building/church/concert hall. This has led to church services with no choral music, limited attendance 2 
meters apart until further notice.  Also, concerts, and special church Festivals have had to be cancelled 
or postponed, including a proposed service of Choral Evensong St Luke’s Church Rotorua on 17th 
October. 

David Brookes 

22nd September 2021. 
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St Paul’s Church Putaruru. 

 Sunday 27th July. 

Despite the very wet and windy weather this was a tremendous success, with a choir of 35 choristers from All 

Saints Matamata, St Luke’s Church, Rotorua, and the Venite choir from Cambridge. The choir was conducted by 

Ceri Parr and Elizabeth Pillar, and organ accompaniment was provided by David Brookes and Gray Baldwin on 

the Baldwin digital organ. 

The choristers sang the Canticles by Thomas Morley, the Ferial responses with additional sections by Kathleen 

Rose, Psalm 150 by Stanford, and the Anthem ‘Lord, I trust thee’ by G.F. Handel. 

Fr Malcolm French, Vicar of St Andrew’s church Cambridge, led the service, and presented an inspiring sermon 

to celebrate the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. We wish Fr Malcom all the very best as he returns to Canada later 

this year and thank him for being our Branch Chaplain. 

A large congregation, consisting of people from many denominations in Putaruru, plus others from surrounding 

towns enjoyed singing four hymns. For many people this was their first experience of attending Choral 

Evensong, and they were thrilled to listen to the choristers sing a selection of sacred music and participate in 

this service of music and prayer towards the end of the day.  

The hospitality by the church - a co-operating church of Anglicans and Methodists, was wonderful, not only in 

the warm welcome everybody received, but by the refreshments between the rehearsal and service, and after 

the service. Tables were laden with a delicious selection of food both times, and much appreciated by choristers 

and congregation. 

RSCM Waikato had been invited to present Choral Evensong at St Luke’s church Rotorua on Sunday 17th 

October, for the Feast of St Luke. This has been postponed until 2022. 

David Brookes 
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All Saints’ Church, Matamata 
Evensong for Feast of St Peter and St Paul 

Sunday July 4th 2021 at 4 p.m. 
 

We were  joined by choristers from Cambridge and Putaruru along with visiting organist Roz Robertson, 
and conducted by our choirmaster David Brookes for a pleasant late afternoon service of Evensong 
followed by refreshments in the church Hall. 
 
Andrew Evans our Vicar welcomed the congregation.  He gave a short  homily, and also served as Cantor 
for the service . This last a ‘first’ for him, and one which he fulfilled admirably.  
 
The choir led the congregation in the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis (thankfully in a setting not too difficult 
for us to follow).  The versicles and responses also gave the congregation an opportunity to really feel a 
part of the service . The choral Anthem, “Lord I trust thee” was really uplifting, and  remarked upon by 
many who attended, on how moving it was.  We were also able to join in two congregational hymns. 
 
The Office hymn “Ye servants of God” was  an added  treat for the congregation, as well as the choir. 
The congregational hymns were a chance for all to join in, and the organists completed a most enjoyable 
afternoon with both David and Ros presenting  organ music both before and after the service. 
 
We thank David Brookes for re-introducing a fully 
sung Evensong  during the year, which gives both 
singers and congregation an opportunity to gather 
for this service. 
 
Anne Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, our Branch Chaplain Fr Malcolm French had to return to Canada during Level 4 

lockdown.  St Andrew’s Church, Cambridge and RSCM Waikato had planned to personally farewell 

Fr Malcolm during the 150th celebrations of the Church, but Covid 19 prevented that from 

happening. 

On behalf of our Branch our Secretary Merv Hunt arranged the delivery of a book of N Z Hymns/

songs by post to Fr Malcolm, and I emailed a message of thanks to him acknowledging his 

contribution to our Branch activities.  I also conveyed our best wishes to him and his wife as they 

move to take up a new position of Vicar in a large Parish in Canada, along with an electronic 

greeting card which had a message of thanks from our Branch and a male quartet singing ‘thank 

you’. 
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BY RACHAEL GRIFFITHS-HUGHES  

Over the last 7 or 8 years, the sacred music of 18th century Germany has been a large focus of 

interest for me.  In particular, the Lutheran cantatas which feature in our monthly Cantata Vespers 

services.  Many of you will have attended one of these services and will know that a cantata is a 

multi-movement piece of sacred music for singers and instrumentalists: sometimes one singer and 

as few as three players, and other times, involving a chorus, soloists and a larger band of players. 

The Friedenstein Castle, Gotha. I visited the library here in 2017 collecting the textbooks of 

cantatas by J.P. Stölzel Back in 18th century Germany, it was one of the jobs of the Director of 

Music (called Kapellmeister) of both city churches and 

court chapels to compose music for the weekly services.  

This involved not only writing the music, but having the 

parts copied by hand, and rehearsing with the 

performers. For many, there were several services a 

week requiring music. While recycling and sharing of 

music between chapels did happen, across Germany, 

Kapellmeisters were frantically working on their weekly 

offerings, and as a result, tens of thousands of these 

works were composed.  For many, many years, unless 

you were Bach or Telemann, the music has lain where it 

was left, in Court or city libraries, in its original, hastily 

handwritten form, presuming it survived the various 

wars, floods or fires that passed through. As 

‘Kapellmeister’ of a 21st century New Zealand church, part of the joy of preparing the cantatas for 

our congregation, is feeling connected to that line of church musicians who prepared music for 

worship in their churches every week.  The continuity and regularity of choosing (not writing, thank 

goodness!), preparing, rehearsing music to the glory of God, week in and week out.  Many of the 

cantatas we’ve presented for Vespers have been certainly NZ premieres, and in some cases, have 

not been performed anywhere since their original performances in the 1720s or 30s.  When 

choosing which cantata to prepare, I first look for cantatas that fit the lectionary – cantatas were 

known as ‘musical sermons’ as they reinforced the message of the day, so I feel it is important that 

the readings, hymns and cantata text line up.  Once I have a shortlist, I need to choose a cantata 

that uses forces we can assemble here in Hamilton (anything with three oboes is out!).  If no 

modern edition exists, the music then needs to be transcribed from the original manuscript, many 

thousands of which have been scanned and made available digitally by European libraries.  Usually, 

the notes are not too difficult to decipher (although there are little hooks, like different clefs than 

we are used to, and checking the pitch of the organ in the chapel it was written for, as sometimes 

the ‘fixed pitch instruments’ like woodwinds, were written in a different key to the organ) but the 

words can be a nightmare.  Books of yearly cycles of cantata texts were published in the day by the 

(Continued on page 5) 

The  Friedenstein Castle,  Gotha. I visited the 

library here in 2017 collecting the text books of 

cantatas by J.P. Stölzel. 
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EVENSONG 7th November at ALL SAINTS, MATAMATA 

Introit  ‘Lead Me Lord’ - S S Wesley 

Responses  Ferial 

Psalm 23  Responsory - Cantor/choir/congregation - Cantor Ben Bartelink 

Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis  Morley - Cantor Ben Bartelink 

Responses  Ferial 

Hymn  Glory to Thee - Verse 4 Choir only 

Anthem  Panis Angelicus (C Franck) - Soloist Ben Bartelink 

Hymn  The Day Thou Gavest 

Rehearsals Thursday 21st, 28th October, 4th November, 10.00 Church Lounge, 2.00pm Sunday 7th November 

 in Church.  Refreshments for choir at 3.30pm, afternoon at 5.00pm for all after the service.                                                                                                                                                            

The congregation and choir will be invited to light a candle in remembrance of passed loved ones.  

Music: please contact David Brookes, Email dave.brookes273@gmail.com 

librettist (the poet/theologian who wrote the words) and these can still be accessed in libraries, but 

many have not survived.  If I have chosen a cantata for which no printed text exists, it is a much 

more difficult process.  Within our cantata group we have Ray Harlow and Friederike André who 

between them can read the old style of German handwriting, known as Kurrent, have a good sense 

of ‘old’ German language and grammar, and a 

strong theological background to help make 

sense of the Pietist texts.  Amy Thomas has 

joined me in making some of these modern 

editions; she is specialising in those by Graupner.  

Once we have assembled an edition that looks to 

work, we begin the rehearsal process, which is 

where we find the mistakes: mine, the original 

copyists’ (who, very often, were young boys) and 

the composers’.   It is a long process, but it is so 

satisfying to be resurrecting these wonderful 

pieces of art that were created as an act of 

worship all those years ago. 

(Continued from page 4) 

St Andrew’s Church, Cambridge 150th celebratory Evensong New date TBA 
Waikato Youth Orchestra St Matthew’s Church, Morrinsville Postponed to 2022 
R S C M Award - Ray Harlow St Peter’s Cathedral, Hamilton New date TBA 
Choral Evensong St Luke’s Church, Rotorua Postponed to 2022 
Matamata Christmas Choir All Saints Church, Matamata New date TBA 
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 11 Sharp Place 
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